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Health Department, as well as the members of
the St. Clair County Board, on their 25th anni-
versary, and wishing them the very best for
many more years of continued service to the
people of St. Clair County, lllinois.
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Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, | have introduced
the Foreign Air Impact Regulation (FAIR) Air
Act (H.R. 325). The purpose of this bill is to
combat air pollution along our borders and to
ensure that our communities are not unfairly
penalized.

Our border communities are being besieged
by toxic pollutants from neighboring countries.
This is making the air quality along our border
worse than ever—and leaves our communities
with little recourse to improve the situation.

The FAIR AIR Act says that if pollution from
another country causes non-attainment of air
pollution regulations, then the EPA and the
Secretary of State should work together to
lower it. Furthermore, the effective date of re-
classification should be delayed until the Sec-
retary of State and local leaders develop a
plan with the neighboring country to improve
the air quality.

We cannot put this international problem on
the backs of those who simply happen to live
along the border. There truly needs to be a bi-
national cooperative solution to address this
important issue. We all breathe the same air
and it is only with bi-national cooperation and
working together to achieve better air quality
standards for all.
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Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
take this opportunity to recognize Reeves
Brown of Grand Junction, Colorado, for his
lifetime of contributions in promoting agricul-
tural interests and effective government in the
State of Colorado.

Mr. Brown has an impressive agricultural
pedigree and has proven himself to be a valu-
able leader in the field. Mr. Brown grew up on
a cattle ranch in Montana and received a B.S.
in Agriculture Business from Montana State
University. He began his career at the Na-
tional Cattlemen’s Association, serving two
years with the organization. Afterwards, Mr.
Brown spent nearly a decade at the Colorado
Cattlemen’s Association as Executive Vice
President, during which time he elevated the
Association as a national leader in animal care
and natural resources issues. During Brown’s
tenure the Colorado Cattlemen’s Agricultural
Land Trust was created in 1993, preserving
over 250,000 acres of Colorado farmland. His
leadership in agricultural conservation has
spilled over into other States, too. Similar ag
land trusts have conserved over one million
acres of land. His efforts speak to his commit-
ment in preserving the agricultural business in
the United States.
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For the past ten years, Mr. Brown has led
the non-profit CLUB 20 as Executive Director,
which aims to provide a dialogue and rec-
ommend public policy for the Western Colo-
rado region. Mr. Brown’s leadership earned
him the recognition of Colorado’s newly elect-
ed Governor—On January 3, Mr. Brown was
appointed director of the Colorado Department
of Local Affairs, overseeing the diverse needs
of Colorado communities. The department’s
responsibilities include areas such as edu-
cation, land management, transportation, en-
ergy, water, and health care.

Mr. Brown’s commitment to good public pol-
icy and track record of effective, collaborative
decision-making will surely serve the people of
Colorado well. Mr. Speaker, for his years of
service in the public and agricultural sectors,
Mr. Brown deserves the commendation of this
body. We wish him the best of luck on his
next endeavor.

———
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Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Mr. Rollie Smith, Fresno Field Di-
rector with the U.S. Department of Housing
and Urban Development (HUD). After 12
years of dedicated service in Fresno, Rollie is
moving to Washington, D.C. to be closer to his
family.

Rollie Smith first came to Fresno, California
in 1997 when he began work with Catholic
Charities of Fresno. One year later, HUD hired
Rollie as a community activist to help revitalize
the City of Fresno. Rollie originally planned to
help out for a few years, however his passion
and commitment to the community quickly
moved him up the ladder within HUD. Rollie
became the Fresno Field Director in 2004 and
has been doing a great job for the past seven
years.

Rollie received his Masters’ degrees from
Loyola University, Chicago Jesuit Theological
School, and the University of Chicago. A nat-
ural born leader and teacher, Rollie also
taught classes at Loyola University, California
State University, and the University of Hawaii.

One of Rollie’s specialties was his unique
ability to bring groups of people together to
help solve issues affecting people in the Cen-
tral Valley. One of these groups, the Federal
Interagency Task Force, is a group that meets
regularly and works together to tackle issues
such as inadequate housing, poor education,
health care, and low-paying jobs. Rollie will be
truly missed in Fresno.

| applaud Rollie Smith for his many years of
tireless work on behalf of families in California
and the Central Valley. | know he will enjoy
more time with his wife Bernie, his son Aaron
Smith and his wife Carolyn, his daughter Su-
zanne Chartol and her husband J.P. Chartol,
and his three grandchildren Adeline, Claire,
and Remy Chartol.

Mr. Speaker, it should be noted that in addi-
tion to his countless gifts to our community,
Rollie has been a true champion for my con-
stituents. He and his team have always been
available to discuss issues and work together
to make our Central Valley a better place. |
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ask my colleagues to join me today in recog-
nizing the commitment, dedication and suc-
cess of Rollie Smith and wish him well as he
embarks on new endeavors.

———
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Mr. FILNER. Mr. Speaker, | have introduced
the Military Environmental Responsibility Act
(H.R. 332). The purpose of this bill is to re-
quire the Department of Defense to fully com-
ply with Federal and State environmental laws.

Military exemptions from requirements and
enforcement provisions under environment,
public safety, and worker protection laws harm
the environment and human health. Our con-
stituents who border military bases should
have the same protections as other municipali-
ties.

This bill will not compromise military readi-
ness. Environmental laws currently include ex-
emptions for the military in the event of “para-
mount interest of the United States”. These
exemptions have only been used a handful of
times, and the President would retain that au-
thority over this legislation.

Americans believe that their government
should be accountable to them and play by
the same rules that they have to follow. Much
of the cynicism and apathy of recent years
can be traced directly to public perception that
government officials and agencies are not ac-
countable to anyone. We can only begin to re-
store faith in government and participation in
democracy by ensuring that the federal gov-
ernment works under the same laws and regu-
lations as private businesses and individuals.
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Mr. TIPTON. Mr. Speaker, | would like to
take this opportunity to congratulate Destinee
Reed of Grand Junction, Colorado, for winning
a statewide talent competition. Ms. Reed’s
entry into the competition earned her the op-
portunity to perform at Governor Hicken-
looper’s inaugural celebration on January 11,
2011.

Ms. Reed, 15 years old, composed and
sang her song “My Colorado,” where she
sings about the beauty of her home state,
mentioning wild mustangs, Palisade peaches,
and skiing. The statewide contest accepted
applications from elementary, middle and high
school students, and while others won prizes
as well, she was the only one allowed to per-
form at the Governor's inaugural party. Ms.
Reed recognizes the performance as a unique
and privileged opportunity for a young musical
artist.

Mr. Speaker, | am thrilled to congratulate
Ms. Reed on her musical accomplishments at
such a young age. We wish her the best of
luck with her academic and musical ambitions.




		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-11T07:49:06-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




